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JUNIOR WINTER CAMP
AT FOREST HOME ON FEBRUARY 17-19

BY SUSAN WAKUTA
CHILDREN’S ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR

This year, we were thrilled to have 15 children
and 4 counselors who went to GVBC Junior
Winter Camp. We hoped there would be snow
since several weather websites forecasted it.
However, the elevation of our camp was at the
lower level of Forest Falls so we experienced
mostly rain over the weekend (sigh). However,
praise God for the great time we shared with
the children and the memorable relationships
which were built while being there.

The theme was “Focus:  Set Your Scope.”
The campers were challenged spiritually and
learned how to “point their lens” or
eyes toward God and “zoom in” on
the path which God has given them.
They also learned, just as God had
a special plan and purpose for
Moses’ life, He has a wonderful plan
for all of us.

Here are some responses the
children shared about “focusing” on
God:

A fifth-grade boy stated,

“In order to have faith in someone you
have to have a relationship with him. In
order to believe in God, you have to
have a relationship with Him.”

A fourth-grade girl stated,

“I learned God is Creator, God is Father,
and God is Savior. Faith is believing in
what you cannot see.”
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A fifth-grade boy stated,

“Going to heaven is not just doing what is right. You have to
believe and think about God all the time.”

We also had a special opportunity to spend time with the children and
we had a blast. I truly appreciated my fellow counselors Keith
Shimazaki, Andrew Miyazato, and Maleia Cosare. They did an
outstanding job getting to know the kids during our cabin talks,
playing games, and going on a hike.

The children enjoyed a relay game of learning the camp memory
verse:

“If then you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on
earth.” — Colossian 3:1-2.

Despite having no snow, it was very
heartwarming because the boys and girls really
had fun just being in each other’s company.

Going to camp is a special, life-changing
experience for the children. Where else can they
learn about God in such a unique, awesome
environment?  How can you not appreciate
God’s majesty through the snow-capped
mountains, tall pine trees, and a crystal clear
creek?  I believe it is a place where God meets
and speaks to children.

At the end of camp, most of the children rededicated their lives to
Christ. They wanted to continue focusing their lives on God and
deepen their relationship with Him. We all left there knowing our
mighty God who created the entire universe loves us deeply and
wants us to trust Him with every aspect our lives.

(Junior Winter Camp 1)
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FEBRUARY BOARD REPORT
BY HERMANN SCHURR

CHURCH CLERK

Your Board of Deacons met for its monthly meeting on February 7. This meeting started with the review and
approval of the minutes from the January 14 Board and Core Ministry Leaders Meeting.

The December (and year-end 2016) financial statement was then reviewed and approved. Giving for the
month of January, including giving for the Nehemiah Project, was reviewed. Other financial topics included
discussion on the most effective approach to pay down the two outstanding loans still being carried by
GVBC (the Nehemiah loan and the remaining rental property loan) and strategies for maximizing interest
income for various endowment funds held by GVBC. While no implementation decisions were made, your
Board continues to work with the Finance Committee to become informed about and to assess available
options. Separately, in February, an additional principal payment will be made to the Nehemiah loan, bringing the remaining
loan balance under $835,000.

Other business conducted by the Board included approving a requested membership reinstatement; approving a new
chairperson of the Personnel Committee (thank you Kent Komae for agreeing to serve in this capacity!); preparing for the re-
affirmation of the ordination of Brian Lo — based on Brian’s revised Statement of Faith (this issue will be brought before the
congregation at the Annual Business Meeting on February 26); formally approving the distribution of Advent Conspiracy
funds (generously gifted by the congregation this past December) to support Mexico, Thailand and Brazil short-term
missions in 2017; and reviewing and approving the job description and employment agreement for the new Executive Pastor
(that is, for Pastor Steve’s new part-time, post-retirement role which would extend from February through no later than the
end of June).

Finally your Board reviewed attendance figures and upcoming GVBC events and received an update from the Pastoral
Search Committee (PSC).
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Cindy Iiyama Frances Yuge
Takao & Maureen Takeuchi Torie Matsuda
Frances Okumura & family Mas Okumura
Patricia Marlowe Ken Watanabe
Amy Kato Frank Kitagawa
Susie Shelley Don Shelley
Urabe Family Lyman Nojima
Kaji Family Frances Kaji

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved
ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)

GVBC partners with Torrance Bread of Life Church and several other churches, providing ministry to prisoners in the
Tijuana and Ensenada prisons; assistance to the poor and vulnerable migrant farm workers in the countryside of San
Telmo; medical and dental services, food distribution, Bible teaching, worship in song and services, men’s and women’s
ministry, prayer, and children’s ministry in Tijuana and San Telmo.

Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but helpful. A smile goes a long way.
Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord
in an international setting; a clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be
accompanied by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email before departure
after registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, March 11 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40, DEADLINE: Payable before Sunday, March 5.
 Saturday, May 27 to Sunday, May 28 — 2-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost $130.
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail,

cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation to Mexico and some
meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions
Committee.

First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed prior to each trip); and to
speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for helpful tips.

For more info contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and information available on the Narthex
Counter.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D.
CHAIRMAN

You haven’t heard much from the Pastoral Search Committee lately, but I can assure you
we are still working!  We have been receiving applications, reviewing them, and
interviewing candidates.

The process is still going on, although, many of the things we are doing now are behind the
scenes. In calling a senior pastor, we are trying to be very thorough. We are spending time
in prayer, seeking God’s wisdom and guidance. We are having thoughtful, honest
discussions regarding a candidate’s capacities and qualifications and then comparing
those to the needs of GVBC.

When we find a candidate to present to the whole church, you can rest assured he has
been interviewed several times; his references have been scrutinized; we have met his
wife (if he has one); we have listened to examples of his preaching; and we have
done as complete a job as possible. We want to know our candidate well so we can
be confident he will be the right person for GVBC.

While we are waiting patiently on God and His timing, we are still actively pursuing
our next senior pastor.

Please continue to pray for us and the process at each GVBC meeting and
personally every day at noon.

Thank you

Paul Hirano, O.D.
Chairman

(L) Eltheia Shiozaki, TJ Yee, Richard Imatomi,
Amy Kushigemachi, Jim Kawashima,
Paul Hirano, and Minako Fujimoto
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Our heartfelt sympathies are with Evelyn Teramae and family on the passing of her husband Tak on Tuesday, February 14.
Tak's funeral will be Saturday, March 25 at 11:00 AM with Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiating.

Our condolences to Robert Fujino and family on the passing of his mother, Maisie Fujino, on February 15. Funeral services
will be at GVBC on Friday, February 24 at 11:00 AM with Pastor Chris Koga officiating.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Junpei & Genie Doi in the birth of their first child, baby boy Brandon. Little Brandon was born on
Tuesday, February 21. He weighed 9 lbs.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Thank you for the beautiful flowers sent to our mother, Jean Komae, during her recent hospital stay. We appreciate
the visit and the prayer by Pastor James. Mom is home now and getting physical therapy as well as 24-hour care.
Warmly, Kent Komae and Family

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist, The family of the late Frances Midori Kaji gratefully acknowledges with deepest
appreciation your kind expressions of sympathy. Thank you very much for your help with our mother’s memorial
service. Blessings, The Kaji Family

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we would like to thank
you for your generous December 2016 donation of 19 bags and 6 cases of miscellaneous food items; the January
2017 donation of $575 [from our LOVE fund]; and your February donation of 2 bags of miscellaneous food items.
Your continued generosity will enable us to provide food and other goods to needy Gardena residents this year.
Thank you for your support and assistance in helping the needy in our community. Sincerely, Kelly Fujio, Director
Recreation, Human Services, Parks & Facilities Department. By Katherine Kaskanyan, Community Aide III &
Christina Theobald, Recreation Coordinator Recreation.

COME JOIN US FOR OUR
EARLY CHILDHOOD
EASTER CELEBRATION!

Date: Saturday, April 8
Time: 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
For: Nursery through Kindergarten (older siblings are
invited too)
Location: Community Hall

Please join us for a tasty breakfast followed by special activity stations in our
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. This event is free. Invite your family and friends!
Registration flyers will be in the Nursery and Early Childhood Sunday school
classes, or the narthex counter.
For more information, email Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING/LUNCH
Sunday, February 26. How did we do financially in 2016?
What will be our direction for 2017?  Deadline to order
lunch has passed so bring your own lunch..

RE|ENGAGE
Fridays, March 3 to June 23, rooms 214 (with exception
on 1st Fridays of the month – Nichigo Ministry Meetings),
217, 250 & 251. Contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,
daniel@gvbc.net.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
Sunday, March 12 spring time forward one hour.

CITY OF GARDENA APPRECIATION WEEK
Monday, March 13 to Friday, March 17. Join with our
Neighborhood Committee and show your love and
appreciation for our City of Gardena employees by baking
cookies and/or writing encouraging cards. Please fill out
the flyer on the Narthex counter and put in the black
Response Box or contact the church office. You will be
contacted and given instructions.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER CELEBRATION
Saturday, April 8, 9 AM. For Nursery through Kindergarten
and their families. It is a great time to invite your non-
Christian family and friends, too! See page 5.

EASTER
 Palm Sunday, April 9
 Good Friday, April 14
 Easter Sunday, April 16
 Office Closed, Monday, April 17

TASTY BITES AROUND THE WORLD
Sunday, April 23, Room 113, after the worship services.
Hosted by the Evangelism Ministry. Contact Cindy
Matsuda at cindy@gvbc.net.

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 14

OFFICE CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 29

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just
for seniors
 National Parks of the Southwest: Monday, May 15 to

Saturday, May 20, $1,795 per person (double
occupancy), $2,290 (single), includes gratuities for
driver & tour director. DEADLINE: Final payment due
no later than Sunday, March 19. No refunds after final
payment is made. Departs at 8:00 a.m. from New
Gardena Hotel.

 New Nixon Library: Thursday, June 15, departing at
10:30 a.m., return approximately 5:00 p.m., $124 per
person includes:  bus ride (with gratuity for the bus
driver); guided tour of the Nixon Library & lunch
(restaurant TBD). The library has been closed for a
year while undergoing an 15 million dollar renovation.
Everything is new with interactive displays and
upgraded technology. Also, you can step aboard
Marine One, the presidential helicopter Presidents
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford to all parts of the
globe. DEADLINE: Final payment due on May 21. 6

 Laguna Arts Festival & Pageant of the Masters:
Tuesday, August 15, $130 per person (includes gratuity
for driver). No refunds after final payment is made.
Departs at 3:30 p.m. from GVBC. Returns approx. 11:30
p.m. Tickets were purchased in advance so sign up while
tickets are still available. Please pay in full at time of
registration. See Keiko Imatomi or Audrey Yee in the
Courtyard on Sundays.

 Candlelight Pavilion Dinner Theater — “THE SOUNDS OF
CHRISTMAS”: Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00
a.m., returns approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes
motorcoach transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the
show, gratuity for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in
Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dinning with
the excitement of professional music production of
“Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is due
November 5. No refunds after final payment is made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office. Make
checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject line.

GARDENA EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY

We will be collecting canned goods and
other items for the Gardena Food Pantry
during the month of March.

Please place your items in the brown
wooden box in the Narthex. Be sure to check
expiration dates!

A flyer with needed items will be on the
Narthex information counter Thank you for
helping the needy in our community.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, March 8 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 5.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Scholarships for Success
Christian Community Credit Union is awarding $60,000 in scholarships!

The Christian Community Credit Union’s “Scholarships for Success” program is awarding scholarships to qualified
students who are members of the Credit Union with an active checking account, attending a college, university, or
seminary for the 2017-2018 academic year, and enrolling (per semester/quarter) with 12 units or more for Undergraduate
students; six units or more for Graduate students.

For more information about the Scholarships for Success program, please visit the website at:

myCCCU.com/scholarship

DEADLINE: Scholarship applications are due by March 31.

You can download scholarship applications at:

myCCCU.COM/promotescholarship

For more info or questions call 800-347-CCCU (2228) or email: info@mycccu.com.

gardena valley baptist church

ANNUAL

BUSINESS

MEETING

sunday, february 26
community hall
12:30 pm
Please join us as we hear how GVBC did financially in 2016 and what our direction will be
in 2017. Annual Reports of our ministries will be available. Bring your own lunch or, if you
pre-ordered and paid for your lunch, you may pick it up in room 113 after 2nd service.

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672,
wendy@gvbc.net.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY EXECUTIVE Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SERMON SERIES: FIRM FOUNDATION

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Firm Foundation to the Master

SUNDAY, MARCH 5/COMMUNION
Righteousness

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
Last Days

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
Breath of God

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
Fight the Good Fight

Worship With Us

Youth Winter Camp
February 24 — 26


